
Surface Transportation Rural Program (STP-Rural, STP-R) 
 

Statute: Federal Aid:  state and local funds: §84.03 Admin. Rule:  N/A 
 
Program objective: 
 
The objective of the STP-Rural Program is to improve federal aid eligible highways 
outside of urban areas (primarily county trunk highways).  
 
Program eligibility: 
 
Projects must meet federal and state requirements.  Under TEA-21, rural minor 
collectors became eligible for federal funding at state discretion.  Wisconsin decided to 
make these routes eligible, but funding is to $6 million per cycle under federal rules. 
Minor collectors became eligible for funding in the 2001-2003 STP-Rural Program 
cycle. 
 
Program definition: 
 
Federal funding is provided for a wide range of transportation-related activities, 
including projects on higher function local roads not on the State Trunk Highway 
system, and local safety improvements.  The program is funded through the federal 
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21). 
 
Program description: 
 
Prior to ISTEA, the amount of federal highway aid directed to state and local 
governments was determined through specific appropriations and categorical programs.  
These programs distributed aid according to clearly defined criteria based on such 
factors as population and lane mileage of certain functional roads within the 
government's jurisdiction. 
 
Authorized in 1998, TEA-21 continues the concept of a single, flexible Surface 
Transportation Program and a new set of planning and decision-making relationships 
among various levels of government. 
 
Program history: 
 
Federal-aid highway programs that directed funding to local governments before 
enactment of ISTEA had well-established formulas that allocated funding based on 
population and mileage criteria.  ISTEA eliminated these programs beginning in FY 92 
and replaced them with programs that can be used to fund a broader mix of projects. 
 
Application cycle: 
 
WisDOT District Offices solicit STP-Rural projects in spring of the odd numbered years, 
with the approval in the summer of the odd numbered years.  Beginning in 1997, a 
three-year program was developed for 1999-2000-2001.  The 2003-2005 program is 

http://www.legis.state.wi.us/statutes/Stat0084.pdf


currently in effect and WisDOT District Offices are soliciting projects for the 2005-2007 
program cycle. 
 
Annual Federal Amount Appropriated:  $25,927,400 
 
 
Program Contact: Steve Coons (608) 267-4459, email: steven.coons@dot.state.wi.us  
 
 
WisDOT District Contacts for STP-Urban, STP-Rural and Local Bridge Programs: 
 
 
District 1 – Madison: 
Steve Marshall (608) 246-5350 
steve.marshall@dot.state.wi.us 
 
 

 
 

District 2 - Waukesha: 
Anita Pusch (262) 548-8739 
anita.pusch@dot.state.wi.us 
 
Mary Frigge (262) 548-8763 
mary.frigge@dot.state.wi.us 
 

District 3 - Green Bay: 
Cindy O’Conner (920) 492-5679 
cindy.oconner@dot.state.wi.us 
 

District 4 - Wisconsin Rapids: 
Greg Stelmacher (715) 421-8346 
gregory.stelmacher@dot.state.wi.us 

District 5 – LaCrosse 
John Ott (608) 785-9043 
john.ott@dot.state.wi.us 
  

District 6 - Eau Claire:  
Tony Goldade (715) 836-5181 
anthony.goldade@dot.state.wi.us 
 
Hunter Johnson (715) 836-2898 
hunter.johnson@dot.state.wi.us 
 

District 7 – Rhinelander 
Joe Benbenek (715) 365-5714 
joseph.benbenek@dot.state.wi.us 
 

District 8 – Superior 
Glenn Landis (715) 392-7994 
glenn.landis@dot.state.wi.us 
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